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wounded men were huddled, and at the sight of the deserted
guns sent for volunteers to drag them beyond the Boer rifle
range. Captain Schofield, Captain Congreve, Lieutenant
Roberts (the only son of Lord Roberts), and Corporal Nurse
immediately offered to go out and limber up the guns and
bring them back It was a perilous task, and a gallant
attempt. Congreve was splashed with bullets, which went
through his clothes; his horse was killed, and he was then hit
in the leg* Poor young Roberts was mortally wounded, and
lay out in the open, unable to move. Captain Schofield and
Corporal Nurse succeeded in reaching the guns, and rode back
with two of them. Then an officer named Captain Reed rocje
out with three teams of horses and thkteen men, but the fire
was too hot for them. Before he could reach the guns thirteen
horses were killed out of the twenty-two, and seven of his men
fell. Then he was wounded in the leg, and had to crawl back
to the donga. Meanwhile Captain Congreve, in spite of his
wound, had managed to get to young Roberts, and dragged
him off also to the donga, which was now crowded with men.
Even this was not a safe shelter, for Captain Hughes was
killed as he stood by General Buller, and the Commander-in-
Chief was severely bruised by a fragment of a spent shell.

The strain of this situation was telling severely on Sir
Redvers Builer, and he now decided to abandon the guns, and
order the retirement of General Hildyard's Brigade from
Colenso. Both of these decisions have been strongly criticised,
and it is generally admitted that the abandonment of the guns
was one of the most lamentable episodes in the history of the
British army.

But worse was to follow. This first attempt to relieve
Ladysmith had failed disastrously, but General BuUer still
had a magnificent army, and there was no reason for despair.
The Commander-in-Chief, however, terribly depressed by his
defeat, appears to have lost his nerve altogether, and he came
to the unhappy conclusion that Ladysmith must fall before

it could be relieved,
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